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 I had first conceived my senior project with Humans of New York. It is a photography 
project that started in 2010. Its goal was to photograph 10,000 New Yorkers on the streets. From 
these photos it would create a type of catalogue of the New York City’s citizens. I have always 
found the idea of the dropping in someone’s life on a random moment fascinating. Humans of 
New York does this. It takes a person’s life in the moment and from these photos you find out a 
little about the person and who they are. 
 I grew up and lived in the same town my entire childhood. When I graduated and left for 
college, I never thought I would find a place that I could call home besides my hometown, Rapid 
City, South Dakota. Over the past four years, Laramie has become my home. They say “home is 
where the heart is” and Laramie has found a place in my heart, making it my home. I wanted to 
find a way to some how pay tribute to Laramie. It has become and is my home which I never 
thought would be possible.  
 It was these two ideas that inspired my senior capstone project: Laramie Locals. At first I 
wanted to interview citizens of Laramie, like Humans of New York does with New York City’s 
inhabitants. My friend suggested that I interview and focus on the local businesses of Laramie. I 
contemplated this thought and decided it was a superior idea. First of all, it narrowed my scope 
of people to interview. This would make it easier with finding people willing to be interviewed 
and involved in the project. Second of all, Laramie is very unique when it comes to its local 
businesses. Laramie has a very close-knit community surrounding its local businesses. And there 
are a wide a variety of local businesses in Laramie with the services they offer and provide. 
There are businesses in Laramie that I have always enjoyed visiting and would have liked to 
know more about. This presented an opportunity to get to know them better. As an aspiring small 
business owner, I thought this would be a perfect way to pay homage to the town I love.  
 Since I am receiving my Bachelor of Arts in Theatre with a focus on costume design, I 
decided that representing these businesses through clothing would be a perfect way to 
incorporate my major into my senior project. I decided that I would interview a set a of Laramie 
small business owners with a set of questions. From these interviews, I would create an outfit 
based off the owner and the business to represent them, I looked at each business as if it were a 















I chose eight different businesses to be involved in my project. When deciding on each 
business I looked at a variety of different things. I wanted a set of businesses that reflected all 
aspects of Laramie. There are many goods and services provided in Laramie and I wanted a little 
bit of everything. I also looked at which businesses I had a personal connection to. This provided 
me with the opportunity to have more of a personal touch on each outfit. In the end I decided on: 
Relative Theatrics, Second Story, Basecamp, The Curiosity Shoppe, Chalk n Cheese, Stitches 
Acute Care Center, Ludwig Photography and Mountain Valley Bridal. I also decided to include a 
ninth business, my own. I would like to one day have my own clothing business; Charlie’s Web 
is the current title.  
With nine businesses that meant I had to find nine models for the outfits. I decided to ask 
nine of my friends if they would want to participate. They are all women. I decided to go with 
women for practicality purposes. First of all, I know how to make clothing better for women than 
I do men. And the supplies I have in my workshop are better suited for women. I have a female 
dress form. Also, by choosing women, it gave me a lot more freedom in the choices I would be 
making. Women have more options when it comes to clothing versus men where it can be more 
limited. This decision helped as my project progressed as well because seven out of nine 
business owners are women.  
Below are the questions I asked each business owner. I asked these specific questions 
wanting to find out certain aspects of the businesses. Specifically, I wanted to learn more about 
what they provide and how they affect the community of Laramie, and the history behind the 
business and business owners. 
 
1. What services do you provide? 
2. Do you have roots in Laramie? If not, what made you choose Laramie? 
3. How have you affected the community of Laramie? 
4. What made you decide on this business? 
5. \What are some ways you’d like to help the Laramie community? 
6. What is your favorite part of your business? 
7. What is something you’d like the community to know about you/your business? 
8. What rare some difficulties you face with your business? How do you overcome 
them. 
I also asked each business owner a ninth question that I had come up with on the spot. I based it 
off of what we had talked about in the interview and what I wanted to know more about 










 Following are the analysis of each business/business owner. I will not be including each 
owner’s responses to the questions because of the paraphrasing of my writing for each answer, 
and some answers I did not use in my analysis. I picked certain points of their answers to 
develop the look for each business. These are all my own interpretations of each business. They 
are debatable. However, I believe adding my own personal touch is the job of a designer and 
made my project more meaningful as I developed it. 
 
Part I- Casual and Comfy 
 
Relative Theatrics, Anne 
I have known Anne since I was introduced to her my freshman year of college. I was 
really excited to interview her. I have been to productions by Relative Theatrics in the past and 
wanted to learn more about the company. If there is one word I could describe Relative Theatrics 
with it would be risk. Relative Theatrics offer 
opportunities for audiences in Laramie to see 
productions that would not commonly be seen in a rural 
community.  They take risks with the plays they 
present. They also give opportunities for people to see 
new works. One of Anne’s goal is to creak a safe 
environment for people to talk about risky topics in a 
meaningful and comfortable way. It is a fairly young 
company for she started it in the summer of 2013. 
 
These are the main points I took from the 
interview to create the look for Relative Theatrics. I 
decided that Relative Theatrics would be a high school 
student, based upon the fact it is young business. 
Keeping this in mind I wanted to create something 
young and fresh. I decided upon a spaghetti strap crop 
top blouse with a high waisted pleated skirt. Both made 
with matching material. The silhouette was inspired by 
a 90s look. I went with this decade because I felt like it 
reflected the edginess characteristic of Relative 
Theatrics. To give the softer safe side of the business I 
decided on a white jersey knit with blue floral. I 
pictured Relative Theatrics as a high school student who speaks her mind but is still 
approachable. 
 
Second Story, Karen 
 I discovered Second Story my freshman year of college on one of my first times 
exploring downtown Laramie. You walk up a set of stairs and instantly are in room full of books. 
I have enjoyed visiting this store of the past four years. I was looking forward to finding out 
more about it and meeting the business owner. I met Karen one afternoon and our interview went 
wonderfully. She was formally a school librarian. Her mother 
owned the store before she did. It is because of her there is a 
children’s section in the store. The building itself has a rich 
history being formally a hotel, a dance hall and an apartment 
building. It is the only bookstore in Laramie making it truly 
one of a kind. 
 
 To start my research, I asked my sister to send me 
pictures of her outfits from one week. She is a high school 
English teacher, making her the perfect place to start. I also 
looked at the original drawings from the Winnie the Pooh 
books, a favorite book series of mine from when I was a 
child. From here I decided on where to go forth with this 
outfit. I decided on a sleeveless V-neck blouse and high 
waisted draw string pants. The silhouette was inspired by the 
60s. I went with this because Karen and Second Story 
reminded me a lot of the character Skeeter Phelan from the 
book The Help. The colors were inspired by the Winnie the 
Pooh drawings. I even included a Winnie the Pooh patch on 
the blouse. I saw Second Story as a young school librarian, a modern-day Miss Frizzle to say. 
She wears clothes that are practical for her job yet comfortable enough for her to curl up with a 
good book in. I saw her as truly one of a kind, like Second Story is in Laramie. 
 
Base Camp, Rebecca 
 I had never been inside of Base Camp, but I always 
found it charming as I walked past it. It was one of those 
stores that I meant to go to but never actually did. I was 
recommended to include this business in my project by a 
friend of mine and since I had never gone inside, I figured 
why not. Better late than never I supposed. I met Rebecca on 
one afternoon, coordinating around her kids’ schedules. As 
we began the interview I saw exactly why she opened Base 
Camp. Rebecca has a big passion for the outdoors. She has a 
podcast entitled “Hike Like a Woman” and offers hiking 
programs for families. She likes to give the feeling to anyone 
who walks through the doors that everyone belongs outside. 
Her store offers everything for your outdoor needs, from 
hiking and camping to skiing and snowshoeing. When I asked 
her what her favorite part of nature is her reply was 
everything.  
 
 With this outfit I knew I had to start with practicality. If Base Camp was a woman, she 
would need something she could wear out on the town or pick up her kids in, but still be able to 
hit the hiking trails at a moment’s notice. I looked at images of women hiking and photos of the 
Snowy Range mountains for inspiration. I thought the Snowy Range would be a good way to tie 
it back to Laramie. I designed a button up short sleeve shirt with high waisted denim shorts. I 
included as a personal touch pleated pockets. I have often heard women voice that their clothes 
need large pockets. I made sure to include these since a mom hiking would need space for an 
assortment of objects in her pockets. The shirt is green with a chevron pattern to pay tribute to 
the pine trees of the Snowies. The blue denim is reflective of the blues in Lake Marie. The 
silhouette and cuts of the clothes are athletic yet casual.  
 
Part II- Sleek and Simple 
 
The Curiosity Shoppe, Alec 
 The Curiosity Shoppe is another store I discovered when I began attending the University 
of Wyoming. It features Hallmark products and Snoopy products, two things that were a part of 
my childhood. I have always enjoyed going there and was very excited that Alec, the owner, 
agreed to be a part of my project. We sat in his office during the interview and he made me feel 
right at home. This is the best way to describe the store. It makes you feel like you are at home. 
One goal of the store is that every customer gets a personal experience. This holds true. Every 
time I have visited The Curiosity Shoppe, I am instantly 
greeted by one of the employees. They are more than 
willing to help you find the products you need, ranging 
from home décor to wedding presents. One thing I found 
out about the store that is unique is that it has been open 
for fifty-two years. Alec is the third owner of the 
business.  
 Knowing the store was opened fifty-two years 
ago, I began my research with looking at the fashion from 
1967. This was when the store first opened. From there I 
began design the outfit and formulate what kind of 
woman The Curiosity Shoppe would be. I designed and 
made a dress. It is a simple silhouette with an A-line skirt, 
and ties that form a bow in the back. The back of the 
dress hooks at the top and is open from there forming an 
ellipse shape until the waistline. The silhouette was 
inspired by the dresses from 1967. The material itself is a 
satin with a floral design. I saw The Curiosity Shoppe as 
the mom next door. She makes you feel at home 
whenever you come see her. She is the woman of the 
neighborhood who bakes the best chocolate cookies and 
she always has coffee available for anyone who needs it.  
 
Chalk N Cheese, Misty 
 The Chalk N Cheese has become a favorite spot of 
mine in Laramie. I always try to stop there when I am 
downtown. When I sat with Misty in the store to interview 
her for my project, I was eager to learn more. Chalk N 
Cheese offers products that are unique and would normally 
be hard to find in a rural community such as Laramie. They 
offer gourmet cheeses from around the world, wine 
pairings, charcuterie platters and much more. Customers 
are able to join a wine club and a cheese of the month club. 
There are also charcuterie platter nights where you can 
enjoy a flight of wine paired with cheeses and other foods. 
Having attended one myself, I can say it make the perfect 
date night or night on the town with friends. We talked a 
lot about how the business is always adapting and 
evolving. One of her goals is to always to be listening to 
her customers to provide the best experience for them. 
 I found one specific image that was the main 
inspiration behind the outfit for Chalk N Cheese. It is a 
picture of a woman sitting at a bar by herself. There is a 
glass of wine next to her. She is facing away with her head resting on her hand. I thought this 
picture embodied a situation that could definitely take place at Chalk N Cheese. I decided to 
design a simple purple cocktail dress. It has an open back that buttons, elbow length sleeves, and 
a knee length skirt. The skirt has a scalloped hem with a technique called cut out applique. It is 
purple based off the color of wine. The silhouette was inspired by a wine glass. If the model were 
to hold her arms out and spin in circles the skirt would bell out and look an upside down wine 
glass. I saw Chalk N Cheese as a woman who would be a grad student who likes to get dressed 
up for a night on the town. She is professional but likes to get away from the stresses of college 
life every now and then. She is independent and knows how to adapt to her surroundings quickly.  
 
Stitches Acute Care Center, Amy 
 Stitches Acute Care Center holds a special place in my heart. It is where my husband 
works and has helped me in more ways than I can count. It is owned by couple and for the sake 
of simplicity I interviewed only one of them, Amy. We did our interview over the phone but that 
did not inhibit the fact I could tell how passionate she was about Stitches and its goals. Not only 
do they offer urgent care, but also health care for families, tele-med, and hours that work for the 
person who works from 9-5. A big goal of Stitches is to provide affordable health care for 
everyone. It is a topic she brought up repeatedly throughout the interview. And not just 
affordable health care, but more importantly provide quality affordable health care. Amy and her 
husband are constantly finding innovative ways to make health care accessible to not just 
Laramie but all of Wyoming. 
  
To start my research off I looked at photos of my aunt 
who is a nurse and works in health care. She is also the type of 
woman I saw Stiches being. A woman who is professional, but 
she has a soft welcoming side to her. You can trust her, and she 
is very approachable. It was important that I remembered this 
when designing the outfit. Sometimes a professional outfit can 
come off as cold. Stitches would be a woman who is confident 
but still warm. I designed a flowy blouse with a bow on it and a 
black pencil skirt. I used a cream satin with black polka dots for 
the blouse and a black stretch satin for the skirt. I went with this 
color scheme because it looks professional, but the cream still 
offers a feeling of warmth. The skirt is practical and sleek. The 
stretch satin makes it very wearable for a woman who is on her 
feet all the time. The blouse’s silhouette was inspired by the 
flowy blouses my aunt wears. I included the bow to give it a 
feminine touch and elevate it. 
 
Part III- Flirty and Formal 
 
Ludwig Photography, Anne 
 I decided to include Ludwig Photography in Laramie Locals because of the rich history it 
has in Laramie. Anne is a fourth-generation photographer and owner of the business. The 
business itself is over one hundred fourteen years old. The way she approaches photography is 
truly unique and unlike anything I have ever heard. She told me how she likes to capture the 
precious moments people have in life. She focuses on who the person is and tries to get to know 
them the best she can. She finds out what is important 
to them. She also told me in our interview that she 
believes there is no person who is not beautiful. 
Through her photography she likes to present people 
with a product that they can interact and have an 
emotional connection with. When I asked Anne what 
her favorite thing about Laramie is, her answer was: 
“It’s wild and free.” 
 The phrase “wild and free” was the starting 
point of my research. I looked at images of wild 
horses. When Anne said Laramie is wild and free, it 
reminded me of the fact there is still the wild horse 
ranch right outside of Laramie. This dress would be 
reflective not only of Ludwig Photography, but the 
spirit of Laramie it has seen over the last century. I 
designed an evening gown. It has an asymmetrical 
one strap, simple bodice, and a wrap skirt. The skirt 
was inspired by the wild horses. It is like a circle skirt 
and has lots of movement in it. The fabric is a printed satin with blacks, yellows, browns, and 
whites. Anne’s great-grandfather was the first beekeeper in Laramie and gave the University of 
Wyoming its first bees. The colors reflect this unique fact. If Ludwig Photography was a woman, 
she would be your best friend. She is excited to be there at every event for her family and 
friends. This is a dress she would wear to her best friend’s wedding, or to her niece’s birthday 
party. You can depend on her, and she is always there for you.  
 
Mountain Valley Bridal, Amanda 
 Mountain Valley Bridal is the only bridal shop in Laramie. I knew before I interviewed 
the store manager and former owner, Amanda, that is was locally owned. I included it in my 
project because I have known many a bride to stop here when trying to find her dress and wanted 
to learn more. Mountain Valley Bridal not only has wedding dresses, but suit rentals, prom 
dresses, and even dresses for mothers of brides. Amanda has a passion for working with people 
and helping someone find the perfect outfit. A struggle we 
talked about is the market for wedding dresses a Wyoming bride 
would prefer. The high end of fashion does not normally suit the 
tastes of a girl from a smaller town. We also talked a lot about 
moms. During the interview Amanda’s mom called her, 
prompting me to ask her if she is close with her own mother. 
And sure enough, as I expected, her mom is one of her best 
friends. 
 With the idea of moms in my head, I decided to look to 
my own mother for inspiration. The dress I was going to design 
would be inspired by my mother’s wedding dress she wore 
when she married my father in 1994. I designed a simple cotton 
wedding dress. It is a floor length gown with an open back, 
sweetheart neckline, lase halter top and lace bow tied in the 
back. I could have designed a glamorous complex wedding 
dress, but I wanted to do something a Wyoming bride would 
wear. Give the option of something simple yet beautiful and 
elegant. The silhouette of the skirt from the side pays homage to 
the bustle, a style in dresses that is often seen in Old West 
fashion. The lace and high neck, and sweetheart neckline are all drawn from my mother’s 
wedding dress. Mountain Valley Bridal would be a true Wyoming bride. She loves her home. 
She is practical and knows where she has come from and where she is going in life. She finds 
beauty in the simple things in life. And she would be very close with her mom.  
 
Charlie’s Web, Charles 
 Charlie’s Web is my own business I would like to start one day. Doing a self-interview 
and analysis was difficult because it made me realize what I would like to achieve with my 
business. It is going to be a clothing business. I want to overcome the one size fits all mentality 
in fashion. Women and men deserve clothes that are made well, for them, and make them feel 
confident. My goal is to make clothing people want to wear and highlights who they are 
individually. There is no reason why someone should wear 
clothes that do not fit them or clothes that are poorly made. I 
also want to provide clothes that are affordable for the everyday 
person. Everyone deserves to look and feel good. You should 
not have to spend an arm and a leg to make yourself feel 
confident in the clothes you wear.  
 My research for myself was hard to start. I did not know 
exactly what I was looking for. I started by looking at the type 
of women I (want to) design for. After combing through images 
on my Costume Design Pinterest page, the woman Charlie’s 
Web would be began to form. She is an All-American girl. She 
has an outfit for every occasion. She is confident. She is your 
best friend, your next-door neighbor, your teacher. She is little 
bit of a mix of all the other businesses in Laramie Locals. I 
designed a floor length evening gown. It is made with red satin. 
The silhouette was inspired by the dresses of the 1950s. Many 
images I looked at in my research led me to the 50s where the 
women looked confident and radiant in the photos. You could 




 I presented Laramie Locals to the public on May 
8, 2019. I held a fashion show in the Union Ballroom on 
campus. The purpose of this project was to give the 
public, the citizens of Laramie, a peek behind the doors 
of these businesses. In the end, this was to give back to 
Laramie and that is what I achieved. I had about fifty 
people come to see my collection premiere. I had all of 
my research laid out for people to see the inspiration for 
each outfit. I was there to answer any questions someone 
might have. I was the emcee for the event. Before each 
outfit came on the runway, I had an introduction, being 
able to explain the reasons for each look. Afterwards 
models wore the outfits so everyone could get a closer 
look at them. People were able to ask more questions and 








 I believe I did achieve what I set out to do with my project. Every decision I made was 
influenced by a series of factors. The way I chose to represent each business came from a place 
of knowledge but still included my own personal view. But that is part of being creative. You 
have to make your own decisions. Everything can be debated against or argued. You have to 
stick to your decisions and explain yourself to have others understand. Being a designer, you 
have to stand by your choices because what you think is what matters. My project however was 
not just creative. As one professor described it, it was sociological, artistic, emotional, personal, 
relatable and informative. The layers and thought that were involved through out the entire 
process is what made my project complete and unique. 
 I discovered a great deal from this project. There is one important lesson I learned from 
this project. When I asked each business owner what the favorite part of their business was, each 
one answered the people. Each business owner enjoys engaging with their customers above 
anything else. As a young entrepreneur, knowing this fact is something I will take with me as I 
pursue my future. I also learned the ways good services can have a positive effect on people. 
Business owners take on the task of interconnecting people from all walks of life, and present to 
them something meaningful. They are there to truly serve the people. More importantly, they 
want to be there and enjoy doing it.  
 Laramie Locals presented to the public representations of their local businesses through 
clothing. An idea that has never been explored before. Not only were they able to see personified 
versions of local businesses but learn more about the businesses themselves and their owners. 
With an immersive interactive event to present the work, citizens were able to be fully involved. 
Any questions arose were able to be answered in the moment. Laramie Locals provided a way 
for citizens to be reminded why they call this great town home. 
